The following is an example "letter to the editor" than you can use in writing your own "letter to the editor" for you local newspaper.

______________________________________________________________________________

There is a deep and growing understanding in this country that our economy and way of life have become far too dependent on fossil fuels. For many of us, it’s become easier to grasp when we realize that options for cleaner sources of energy already exist and that we can start the transition now as a way to reduce our fossil fuel addictions and improve our health and our economy. 

Unfortunately, the proponents of the Desert Rock 1500 MW coal plant prefer to keep their heads in the sand and the Navajo Reservation in the 19th century. Sithe Global, the project developer and their giant Wall Street backer, the Blackstone Group, remain stuck in a mindset of “our profits trump your community.” 

To be clear, it’s easy to feel like the coal mines and two existing coal power plants in the four corners region have provided economic staples to the many who are employed at these facilities. But that attitude must be balanced with the recognition of how coal has also severely impacted our health, our land, our air and our water. These are costs with an extremely high price tag that we will be paying for a very long time.

This is why, when it comes to Desert Rock, it’s time to tell Blackstone and Sithe, “enough is enough.” The four corners region is blessed with amazing renewable resource potential, particurly with solar activity. If these companies were at all concerned about the communities that will provide the backbone necessary for their profits, they would at least show some interest in visiting the Desert Rock site and talking to the many people who now asking them to invest in clean energy instead of dirty coal, a fuel of the past. 

Steven Schwarzman, CEO of Blackstone, are you listening?

