The following is an example "letter to the editor" than you can use in writing your own "letter to the editor" for you local newspaper.

______________________________________________________________________________

All across the country, policy makers, entrepreneurs, elected officials, and advocates are working together to see more renewable energy development in their communities and states. Solar, wind, and geothermal projects, at both commercial scale and small business and home applications are sprouting up in every corner of America.

Just last year alone, the American Wind Energy Association proudly noted that over 8,500 megawatts of clean wind power was brought onto the grid. That’s enough electricity for more than 4 million homes. 

At the same time, less than 1500 MWs of new coal power was built in the U.S. in 2008. Of the 150 new coal plants proposed in the early years of the Bush administration, 100 of those have been shelved indefinitely or permanently . Why? Because America doesn’t want them and they no longer make business sense. Period. 

This is why it is so puzzling that Wall Street’s Blackstone Group and their energy developer, Sithe Global, continue to promote the River Hill 300 MW waste coal burning power plant in Clearfield County. One must wonder what Blackstone and Sithe choose not to see that has become obvious to many utilities and municipalities across the country.

To be clear, there is one reason why a company would propose to build a plant that can burn waste coal. With its high level of impurities and low heat ratio, waste coal has far less demand and is therefore very cheap, resulting in higher profits. That is what Blackstone and Sithe choose to see. 

But their selective vision has blocked their view of the community opposition to the River Hill plant, and two more huge plants they want to build in the southwest. In other words, the communities that will provide the needed backbone for a profitable balance sheet don’t matter. 

My fellow Pennsylvanians, we can do much better. It’s time to tell Blackstone and Sithe that we welcome their dollars in our communities. But only if those dollars are attached to clean renewable energy. No, we do not want Blackstone coal.

